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A New Year!
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
--- 2 Corinthians 5:17
	By now, your Christmas decorations are finally back in the closet and the holidays are a memory.  The great thing about starting a new year is that it gives us the opportunity to pause and reflect on life and any changes we might want to make in our own.  Not cheezy New Year’s resolutions that are made on January 1 and broken on January 2.  The scripture above tells us that, if we are walking in relationship with Jesus, we are a new creation.  We don’t have to live in the past.  God is calling us to a new life.  We don’t always act like the new creation God has called us to be, but we need to strive to get rid of the old life and walk closer to God every day.  The best news is that God is ready to walk with you every step of the way.  Nothing could be better.  
	As we begin a new year here in Charleston, we are excited about 2009 and the many opportunities that you will read about here.  But, we are most excited that God is not finished with us yet and He has a plan for our lives this year -- and in the years to come.  Happy New Year!
Biker Church
	One of the most exciting things about 2009 so far is that we have recently launched a new church plant.  “Chariot House,” the first church designed to reach motorcyclists in West Virginia, held its first service on January 11. Five Christian motorcycle organizations in our area have come together to form a church designed to reach the biking community.  They are meeting in our storefront building across the street.  They had over 60 present for the first service, and the second service saw a young woman give her heart to Jesus.  West Charleston Baptist Church is the official sponsor of this new work, but God is doing a great and new thing with no help from us.  We just get to be on the front row to watch!
Chariot House is the newest ministry in that building.  It also houses Sunday morning worship for Apape Christian Fellowship and a weekly meeting of Narcotics Anonymous, as well as other ministries of West Charleston Baptist Church.  Pray for this new work as well as other opportunities we will have in this building.
Focus on the New Testament
	Another exciting initiative in this new year is an effort at West Charleston Baptist Church to read through the entire New Testament together.  We are setting aside the season of Lent (February 25-April 12) for our congregation to read the New Testament.  We are asking the people of West Charleston to make a commitment to the project and to keep a journal of the reading on a daily basis.  Each Sunday, Norm will preach from the week’s reading, and members will be asked to meet on Sunday evenings to share what God is saying to them.  We believe that God is going to change lives as we read His Word together.  If you are interested in joining us, please use the reading plan we have developed for this project.  It is included on a separate page at the end of the newsletter.
Lighthouse becomes Lifesong
	After spending the last few years meeting in a Catholic Church, Lighthouse Baptist Church has moved into a new home.  The congregation moved into the new building just before Christmas.  Along with the new location came a new name, Lifesong.  Pastor Danny Cunningham continues to lead this ministry as well as leading our multi-housing ministry, which seeks to start new works in apartments and trailer parks.  Please continue to pray for Danny, the multi-housing ministry as well as the people of Lifesong, as they seek to reach people with the love of Jesus.

	As we begin a new year, we are reminded of the things that never change:  God’s love for us, and our gratitude for your ongoing love and care in our lives.  
	Feel free to print and distribute this letter in any way you see fit.  We look forward to hearing from you!  And, as always, we remain,
In His grip,
Norm, Debbie, Tres, Courtney, Billy, Shannon, Emeri, Ethan, Rosie, and Tyler
