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Debbie wrote this little column for her page on the website, and we think it is a great picture of the life God has given us…

The oddest thing has been happening around here the past few weeks.  One afternoon in April, Billy and Shannon came in after work and said, “There’s a rabbit in the back yard.”  

“A rabbit?” I asked.  

“Yeah.  A black and white rabbit.”  

“ I don’t think you saw a black and white rabbit,” was my response.   “Black and white rabbits are tame.  A wild rabbit would be brown.  You probably saw a cat.”

A few days later, Chris, the boy who rides to school with me, came in the door and said, “Mrs. Cannada, there’s a black and white rabbit under your porch.”  

“Are you sure, Chris?”  

“Yep.”

[image: image1.jpg]


The next afternoon, Norm comes in and says, “Okay, I’ve seen the rabbit now.  There really is a black and white rabbit under the porch.”    

Odd.  A rabbit.  A domesticated rabbit.  Freely walking around our yard.  

He’s been here ever since.  It’s been over a month, and he’s still here.  We call it a “he.”  We don’t know.  It won’t let any of us touch it.  Except the cat.

He loves Tyler.  Tyler is our black and white cat.  They make an odd pair.  They play together like kittens.  Or bunnies.  Or friends.  It makes no sense whatsoever.  

I’ve heard people, driving by on the street, exclaim, “That was a RABBIT!”   People walking by on the sidewalk stop to talk and ask questions.  They want to know if he is our pet, where he came from, how he and the cat got to be friends.  We have no answers.  Folks come to take pictures.  The odd couple has captured the attention—and the hearts—of the neighborhood.

It’s got me thinking.  Black and white friends.  Unlikely partners.  The odd couple.  
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A couple of weeks ago, we overheard a woman say, “If I get to Heaven, I hope God is jet black!”  

Why?

Would it matter?

Would He love me less because I am white?  Did He send His Son to live as a Jew because He loves olive-skinned people more?  Or does He delight in unlikely partners? 

I called Norm at lunch the other day.  When I asked what he was doing, he said, “I’m sitting here watching the cat and the rabbit trying to catch a bird.  They honestly seem to be WORKING TOGETHER!”  

I think my cat and his rabbit are a reflection of the life God has given us here.  Black and white peacefully playing together.  A pair that would seem to be logical enemies, sitting together on the porch, watching the neighborhood stop and stare.  Opposites WORKING TOGETHER!  How cool is that?!?


After nearly 11 years of life in this neighborhood, I think West Charleston Baptist has finally gone beyond our differences.  When I look across the faces at our meetings, I see my friends.  If I stop to think about black and white, I can only smile to realize that we REALLY DO look like the neighborhood.

And not just in our colors.  We have folks who have very little money, and folks who are doing okay.  We have recovering addicts hugging friends who have never know addiction.  We have opposites ATTRACTING!  We have stopped looking at our differences, and we really have a shared goal—to bring Jesus to our community.   I think God likes that!  

As a matter of fact, I think it’s exactly what God intended!  I think he made us to complement each other.  And I think He sent me an unlikely black and white pair to remind me that love and friendship are more important than differences.

Our Family

It’s May, and life is careening by at a blinding pace!  The end of school is coming, and that’s a really big deal when you have a teacher, a senior, a college student, and 4 afterschool staff in your house.  We are working hard in virtually ALL areas of life to get things ready for the end.  Deb, Billy, and Shannon are taking final exams, and the elementary schools are taking the WESTEST (Our end-of-grade tests.)  Stress is HIGH, at home, at school, and at afterschool!  But the good news is that God is still on the throne, and we are going to make it!

We are so very proud of our children! 
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 Shannon is graduating from Capital High School on May 21 at 7:00 in the evening.  We invite all who can come to attend this grand event with us!  There will be a reception for her at our new building (the old A&M mart) on Wednesday, May 21, 2008 from 4-6 p.m.  It is a drop-in, and all are welcome.  Please stop by to give her your best wishes.  We know the Wednesday thing is hard for some people, but CHS has gotten the primo graduation days for the past 3 years, so we lost our Saturday graduation to another high school.

Billy is finishing his first year of college with the highest grade point average of his entire life!  He made the Dean’s List, and college life seems to agree with him!  
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Courtney and Emeri made it back to Anchorage with no problems, except 2 feet of snow to welcome them, and 2 whopping head colds at the change of climate!  Courtney is now nearing her 30th week in the pregnancy with Ethan, and they are both GROWING! ;-)  Emeri talks more and more each day!  She is the smartest, cutest, most amazing baby in the Yukon.

And Tres is back on U.S. soil!!!  He has finished his 4-month deployment to the Persian Gulf and is back with his girls in Anchorage.  We are ALL very happy about this, and we are so grateful to him and all the other amazing men and women in uniform who make the sacrifice to stand for democracy across the world.

Life at West Charleston Baptist Church


Things are going well at WCBC.  The spring has brought us several new families who are attending regularly, and we are thrilled with all that God is doing among us.  

Part of our big news has to do with making our mark on CYBERSPACE!  We are very excited to have our own website now, and lots of our folks check it nearly every day to get new prayer requests, check the schedule, and do their devotions.  It is really exciting for us.  We cordially invite you to check us out at www.westcharlestonbaptist.org.  Please, PLEASE sign the guestbook and tell us what you think.  Add us to your favorites and check us regularly.  Link us to your church’s website.  We love keeping folks informed this way!
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May means Mother’s Day, Spring Celebration for the dance ministry, and lots of preparation for summer.  On Mother’s Day, the men cooked breakfast for the moms, and the children served.  It was great fun, even if Pastor Norm did burn the biscuits!  The guys are expecting reciprocation for Father’s Day!

 
The dance ministry will host their spring program on Thursday, May 22.  There will be a free meal at 5:30, followed by an incredible time of worship through dance.  If you are anywhere in the area, you do NOT want to miss this amazing event.  The students have been working for weeks to make it extra-special.
Summertime’s Callin’!


We are getting geared up for a big summer!  We have 13 mission teams coming from 8 different states.  We have kids’ activities, church planting work, and tons of servant evangelism planned to reach our community with the great news of Jesus Christ.  We are in the process of writing the summer calendars.  We’ll post them on the website when we are done.  Please pray for all of our summer efforts.  For those of you who have been here during summer, you know what life can be like!!

There is a long list of construction needs and other needs lists on the website in the section called “the Macedonian Call.”  Please check it out and help if you can!  
Mission Trips

We have two mission trips planned for the summer.  On June 15, 4 of our members and 4 members of one of our sister churches in the association will leave for a trip to a Last Frontier location.  We cannot tell you where we are going, because mission trips are not permitted there.  We ask that you pray intently for us from now until June 28.  We know that the enemy is not happy about our plans, and we know that Our God Reigns!  Pray for our safety, for our national friends over there, and for opportunities to talk about our faith in sincere conversations.


Thank you so much to all of you who have given toward Debbie’s trip.  Thanks to your generosity and heart for missions, she is almost 2/3 of the way to her $2600.


On July 19, some 50 folks from our association will travel to Baltimore, Maryland for a week of outreach and ministry there.  The team will be working with “Embrace Baltimore,” an initiative of the North American Mission Board to reach strategic cities across the U.S.  Pray for this team as it ministers in the inner city.

Missions and Mission Churches
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On May 18, we will hold the first worship of the new Multihousing Missions Ministry.  Danny Cunningham will begin a worship at Lee Terrace, one of our public housing projects here in Charleston.  This is a very exciting time for this ministry and for Danny, who has been working very hard to make inroads at this 100-unit high-rise apartment building.  


On May 23, there will be a community meeting at Jenna Landing in Sissonville, WV, just outside of Charleston.  The meeting is being held to make residents aware of ministry beginning in their community.  This will be the first ministry of any kind in the Sissonville area.

Terrance Williams and the folks at Greater Things have been reaching out to an atheist in their neighborhood.  Pray for those conversations.  This little church is actively reaching their community for Christ.


We never take for granted the love and support of all of you, our dear friends and partners in the faith!  We truly DO thank our God every time we remember you.  Please be in touch with us soon.  It’s easier now that you can get to us on the web!  As always, we remain

In His Grip,

Norm, Debbie, Tres, Courtney, Billy, Shannon, Emeri, Rosie, Tyler, and a bunny

