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A Call to Urgency


He is now 20 years old, the son of divorced parents.  During his elementary and middle school years, he and our youngest son, Billy, were best friends.  In fact, we often said that the two boys lived together, one night at our house, another night at his house.  He was part of our children’s ministry, and came to faith in Jesus Christ through our church.  I baptized him.  He moved to another part of the community, and we lost touch while he was in high school.  Now, attending the same local college as Billy, they are close friends again, riding to school together and coming back to the house for video games and basketball.  


We have talked at times in these visits, but none as deep as a recent ride home I gave him.  He told me about a visit to see another one of their childhood friends, who I had once felt called to ministry and now was an unwed father and a drug addict.  He told me of others from old gang that used to spend weekends in my home whose lives were now torn apart by drugs, alcohol and abuse.  He told me of his own battles as a victim of abuse.  He was sad, longing for the past, when times were happier.


I prayed with him and told him that he was always welcome in our home as I dropped him off at his house.  But, I left that conversation feeling that it hadn’t been enough.


The call on my heart as I write this is that the urgency to share the hope and love of Jesus is greater than ever.  In the 11 years we have served in Charleston, West Virginia, we have seen God do incredible things, but the battle for the very soul of our neighborhood is taking a lot of casualties.  


As I talk and visit friends in other areas of the country, I hear similar stories.  While many are looking at the upcoming election as the greatest hope for change, I am convinced that change that we need can only come in a great move of God, changing the hearts of people.  That begins with us having a sense of urgency and a heart for prayer and seeking the face of God.

Urgency with Children


Our greatest opportunity with children right now is our After School program.  West Charleston Baptist Church works in cooperation with another ministry in our community to provide after school programs.  Nearly two years ago, I (Norm) felt the need to get more involved in the day to day running of the program.  So, during the school year on most days, I get other work done before 2 p.m. and then work in the after school program from 2-6:30 p.m., helping with snacks, games, Bible Stories and tutoring with the kids.  Of the 23 kids on our after school roll right now, only four have a father figure in their home.  Most have little or no contact with their father.  


The kids get frustrated that I insist that they work on school work during our tutoring time and it is very difficult to get volunteers who are willing to tutor children-- even once a week.  But relationships are being built and opportunities are coming together for witnessing about the love of Jesus Christ.


One particular afternoon, two of the boys had gotten into some trouble for speaking disrespectfully to one of our adult leaders.  They had to spend some time talking to me.  When I asked why they were in such a bad mood, one of the boys told me that someone at school had told lies about him and gotten him into trouble.  “They are going to Hell for lying to me,” he told me.


I responded by telling them that lying is certainly a sin, but it can be forgiven and began to talk to them about the sinless life and perfect sacrifice of Jesus.


The other boy seemed completely surprised by prospect that Jesus never sinned.  “Everybody sins,” he told me. 


“The Bible says Jesus didn’t sin,” I responded. 


“Then I don’t believe the Bible,” he shot back.


It suddenly hit me that in his neighborhood and home the idea of someone who never sinned seemed impossible.  So we continued the conversation from that point and they asked a lot of questions.  Both boys are involved in churches in our communities and neither have much access to their earthly father.  A heavenly father is difficult to imagine in any positive light.  But, we keep sharing, through the afterschool, the dance ministry and other ministries to children.  We may not get them on Sunday morning, but every  opportunity is a chance to talk about the transforming power of Jesus.  And we celebrate the little victories --- on Easter Sunday one of our after school moms attended church for the first time in years.  Pray for us as we continue to see the urgency of reaching out to children.

The Urgency of Addiction/Our Pasts


About two-thirds of our community is addicted to drugs or alcohol.  West Virginia now leads the nation in addiction to prescription medicines.  Depression and suicide are a constant and many of our neighbors have been victims of abuse.  These addictions and issues from the past often control us and keep us from a relationship with Jesus.  Groups like AA and NA deal with the issue, but often leave God out of it, except to say everyone needs a “higher power.”


A small group from West Charleston is involved in a program called Celebrate Recovery, which is a Christ-centered approach to dealing with hurts, hang-ups and addictions.  It is based on the Beatitudes from the teachings of Jesus.  So far, we are four weeks through it, and have found that God is not only preparing us to minister to others, but is also doing a work in our own lives.  Pray for us as we launch the program with people in the community on May 6.

The Urgency of Feeding Ministries


Since the inception of West Charleston Baptist Church, feeding has been one of the ways we have reached people.  It started with feeding about 70-75 senior adults at a public housing project each Saturday.  That remains our longest running ministry.  From the beginning, block parties have been such a part of our work that one child referred to us as “the hamburger and hot dog church.”  Later, we added a free Wednesday night meal for anybody who will come.  They don’t have to stay for Bible Study, but we invite them and over the years, people have begun to stick around for other activities.  In recent years, we have started a Food Co-Op ministry designed to provide food items for people to cook at home in exchange for work in our building.  This provides an opportunity for people in need to have some dignity.  


As the economy has gotten worse, life is becoming more difficult for people in our community, and the demand for feeding ministries is growing.  A recent newspaper article said that 1 in 6 West Virginia families is on food stamps.  Food Co-Op, which was serving some 10 families each month a couple of years ago, is now seeing nearly 60 a month.  This is one of our biggest challenges.  Pray for us as we provide these needs, but also that we do not forget the reason that we provide food is to be able to share with these people about the Bread of Life.

The Acts 1:8 Urgency

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 

Jesus called His disciples to be witnesses everywhere.  We start at home, where we have many opportunities including local ministries with food, children, senior adults, etc.  Right now, we have five church plants in our association seeking to reach people where they are with the love of Jesus.  Another ministry is seeking to reach children in a forgotten community and another is targeting Hispanics with the love of Jesus.  There are a lot of hurting people in our community who need to know that only a relationship with Jesus is their only hope of restoration.  We host mission teams in the summer and at other times from all over the country.   This summer, more than 800 people will participate in ministry with us to help us reach those who do not know what it is like to live in relationship to Jesus.  We also go to share Jesus with others.  We will continue mission trips in the United States with trips to New York City and Baltimore this summer, but for the first time, we also have a group of eight going to a Last Frontier location.  Please pray for us as we seek to share the love of Jesus with others in a country where it is very dangerous for Christians to practice their faith.

The need is great here, just as it is where you are.  As I evaluate how we are doing, I am often embarrassed and know that we could be doing more.  There are times when it seems that we are not making any real difference in the world around us.  So, we are resolved to follow Jesus and look for the opportunities that He presents us today.  Pray for us as we pray for you to find the urgency where you live.

In His Grip,
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